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BOARD OF DIRECTORS 


REAFFIRMS PURPOSE 


At its meeting on May 23, 1950, held 
in the Mt. Vernon Place Methodist 
Church in Washington, the NSBRO Board 
of Directors reaffirmed its statement of 
purpose. The statement was unanimous- 
ly approved by the full membership of 
the Board, including Orie O. Miller, E. 
LeRoy Dakin, James A. Crain, and W. 
Harold Row. The statement emphasizes 
that the National Service Board is a 
“service agency for conscientious objec- 
tors.” It further emphasizes that “the 
National Service Board does not itself 
take a particular position on conscien- 
tious objection, but it attempts to repre- 
sent faithfully the concerns of the con- 
stituent groups and individual conscien- 
tious objectors desiring its services.” The 
full text of the statement follows: 


“The National Service Board for 
Religious Objectors is a service agency 
for conscientious objectors with spec- 
ial reference to religious objectors and 
their respective religious agencies. The 
National Service Board does not itself 
take a particular position on conscien- 
tious objection, but it attempts to rep- 
resent faithfully the concerns of the 
constituent groups and individual con- 
scientious objectors desiring its serv- 
ice. The Board of Directors of the 
National Service Board is the policy 
determining body. It is self constituted 
by representatives of agencies interest- 
ed in co-operating in the objectives and 
services of the National Service Board 
and willing to accept moral and finan- 
cial responsibility for its program, 
plus any individuals whom the Board 
desires to add to its membership. The 
Board acts only by common agreement 
of its members. A Consultative Coun- 
cil to the National Service Board, made 
up of all religious groups desiring to 
so affiliate, meets occasionally at the 
call of the Board to discuss current 


Recent Congressional Proposals Would 
Seriously Affect Conscientious Objectors 


A number of bills recently introduced into Congress would, if enacted 
into law, have far-reaching consequences for conscientious objectors. 


Some of these are high on the list of “must” legislation. 


S. 4037, in- 


troduced by Senator McCarran on August 10, is an anti-Communist 
measure, and would be known as the “Internal Security Act of 1950.” 





NEW HOME FOR NATIONAL 
SERVICE BOARD 

One June 1, 1950, the National Serv- 
ice Board moved its offices from the 
“historic” location at 941 Massachusetts 
Avenue, N. W., to the third floor of 
1000 Eleventh Street, N. W. The phone 
number is the same as it has always 
been, EXecutive 0230. The Friends Com- 
mittee on National Legislation, the 
Cc il of Social Progress of the Ameri- 
can Baptist Convention, the Department 
of Christian Sociol Relations of the 
Methodist Women’s Division, and the 
Division of Social Education and Action 
of the Presbyterian Church, U.S.A., main- 
tain offices in the same building. Read- 
ers are invited to visit us when in the 
Capital. 














issues and to make recommendations 
to the Board. The National Service 
Board maintains an office and staff in 
Washington, to implement the policies 
of the Board, to follow developments 
of concern to conscientious objectors, 
to keep constituent groups informed of 
developments, to represent groups re- 
questing its services, and to counsel 
with individual conscientious objectors 
needing its help to uphold the rights 
and to safeguard the individual’s exer- 
cise of his freedom and conscience.” 
The Board also voted to move the of- 
fices from 941 Massachusetts Avenue, 
N. W., to 1000 Eleventh Sttret, N. W.; 
hold regular quarterly Directors’ meet- 


(Continued Page 3, Column 1) 


Section 30 of this bill would exclude 
aliens who are religious objectors, ex- 
cept those willing to do noncombatant 
military service, from becoming citizens. 
A naturalization court would make a 
judgment on the sincerity of an objector, 
similar to that made by a local draft 
board for citizens. At present, in keep- 
ing with the recent Supreme Court deci- 
sion in the Cohnstaedt case, conscien- 
tious-objector aliens may be granted 
citizenship. S. 4037 would reopen this 
question, and would apparently have the 
practical effect of superceding the pre- 
cedent set by this decision. 


As this goes to press, assurances have 
been given by Congressional leaders that 
this threat to objectors will be eliminat- 
ed by an amendment they plan to offer. 
This amendment is in response to over- 
tures by interested churches and agencies. 


Another bill, S. 4062, introduced by 
Mr. Tydings on August 17, would provide 
for universa] military training. Section 
134 would again guarantee noncombatant 
training for COs. But it would not 
guarantee non-military training for COs; 
however, the Commission to direct the 
UMT program could decide to give non- 
military training to COs if they chose to 
do so. Certain groups of Brethren, 
Friends, and Mennonites drew up a state- 
ment on this situation and presented it 
to the Senate Armed Services Commit- 
tee. (Copies are available upon request.) 
Since then, this Senate Committee de- 
cided to postpone further consideration 


(Continued Page 2, Column 1) 
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CONSULTATIVE COUNCIL 
INCLUDES FORTY GROUPS 


At the present time forty religious 
and peace agencies are affiliated with the 
National Service Board through its Con- 
sultative Council. Other religious bodies 
keep in close touch with the work of the 
National Service Board for Religious 
Objectors but prefer not to affiliate in 
this consultative capacity. Many such 
groups adhere to religious tenets which 
prohibit affiliation with other religious 
bodies. They are, nevertheless, vitally 
interested in the problems of conscien- 
tious objectors. During Warld War II 
over 200 religious groups were served 
by the Board. 

Representatives of these Consultative 
Council groups, as well as friends of the 
Council, are called together periodically 
to discuss the work of the organization. 
Special, and sometimes emergency, meet- 
ings are called from time to time to dis- 
cuss particularly delicate or pressing 
legislative or administrative situations 
facing conscientious objectors. 

Representatives and friends of the 
Council are serviced regularly with re- 
leases and letters of information. 


Recent Congressional Bills 
(Continued from Page 1) 


until January, 1951. A subcommittee on 
UMT will report then. 


A grave threat to CO aliens is inherent 
in H. R. 9507, and other identical bills, 
introduced by Representatives Mansfield, 
Jackson and others. These provide that 
an application by an alien to be relieved 
from military service under the Selective 
Service Act of 1948, as amended (the 
extension feature is included in this 
amendment), shall be granted, but with 
the following proviso: 


“but any person who makes such ap- 
plication shall thereafter be debarred 
from becoming a citizen of the United 
States, and upon the warrant of the 
Attorney General, shall be taken into 
custody and deported.” (Italics ours). 
This measure would strike at the heart 
of the principle of religious freedom by 
threatening deportation of CO aliens. 
No action has been taken on these bills 
to date. They have been referred to the 
House Armed Services Committee. 





RELIGIOUS NEWS SERVICE 
REPORTS CO TESTIMONY 


Under the heading “Churchmen Seek 
Broader Provision for COs,” Religious 
News Service on August 24 reported on 
the testimony of several groups before 
the Senate Armed Services Committee, 
then holding hearings on S. 4062 provid- 
ing for universal military training. 
Religious News Services is roughly the 
equivalent in the religious field to United 
Press and Associated Press of the secu- 
lar press. The report follows: 


“WASHINGTON, D. C.—Represen- 
tatives of religious groups are asking 
broader provisions for conscientious 
objectors if Congress approves newly- 
revived legislation for universal mili- 
tary training. 

“A. Stauffer Curry, of the National 
Service Board for Religious Objections, 
has asked the Senate Armed Services 
Committee to establish several pro- 
grams of alternative service for those 
whose consciences will permit them to 
follow one kind of work but not an- 
other. 


“Pointing to the fact that religious 
objectors served during World War II 
in a program of civilian public service 
that was finished to the extent of 
$7,000,000 by the churches themselves, 
and that these COs contributed an ad- 
ditional $14,000,000 in wages, he said 
the government makes no sacrifice in 
recognizing conscience. 

“The present bill sponsored by Sena- 
tor Tydings (D-Md.) provides that 
‘any person claiming exemption from 
combatant training because of religious 
training and belief . . . shall be re- 
quired to elect training in such other 
available training program of his choice 
as provided herein subject to such 
quotas and standards as may be estab- 
lished. 

“Mr. Curry urged that deferment be 
given those whose consciences prevent 
participation in compulsory service of 
any kind and those who would choose 
to do voluntary humanitarian service. 


“The Rev. J. Harold Sherk of Ak- 
ron, Pa., executive secretary of the 
peace section of the Mennonite Central 
Committee, appeared before the com- 
mittee to urge that consideration be 
given objectors who oppose non- 
combatant training under military 
auspices. 


“W. Harold Row, executive secretary 
of the Church of the Brethren Service 
Committee, also appeared before the 
committee. (Actually, a substitute ap- 
peared for Dr. Row.) 

“He read a statement from the 
Church of the Brethren declaring, ‘We 





DOCTOR’S DRAFT 
RECOGNIZES CO's 


The original draft of S. 4027, to make 
doctors and dentists subect to Selective 
Service did not recognize conscientious 
objectors. Testimony by Dr. Clair 
Amstutz, head of the Mennonite Medical 
Association, along with the secretary of 
the National Service Board for Religious 
Objectors, asked the Senate Armed Serv- 
ices Committee to grant deferment to CO 
doctors and dentists. Shortly after this 
testimony, both the House and Senate 
Armed Services Committee presented 
versions of the bill containing CO provi- 
sions. 


The second paragraph of the bill be- 
gins with the words, “Notwithstanding 
any other provision of this title, except 
subsections 6(j) and 6(0) .. .” Section 
6(j) grants deferment to men who have 
religious convictions against combatant 
or noncombatant service. Doctors and 
other technicians who are COs will be 
subject to these same provisions of the 
law. As this goes to press, regulations 
by Selective Service have not been work- 
ed out. But recent word is that equival- 
ent, or perhaps identical, forms for doc- 
tors’ registration, submitting data for 
classification, stating objections to mili- 
tary service, and similar procedures will 
be issued in the near future. 


Copies of the testimony of Dr. Amstutz 
and the NSB can be secured by writing 
the NSB office. 


Religious News Service 
(Continued from Column 2) 


reaffirm with deepest solemnity and 
commitment the historic peace position 
of the Brethren. We believe today that 
war and preparation for war are sin- 
ful and suicidal, contrary to the spirit 
and teaching of Jesus Christ.’ 


“A number of Protestant organiza- 
tions are submitting statements to the 
Senate Armed Services Committee op- 
posing universal military training. 
Since hearings closed after only three 
days, they were not able to testify 
directly.” 


Copies of the complete testimonies re- 
ferred to in this report can be secured 
by writing the NSBRO office. 





LEGAL POSITION WANTED 


By request the Reporter is publishing 
the following notice: 

Salaried legal position wanted. Harvard 

degree. Member of D. C. Circuit Court 

Bar. Former CPS man. Write Wil- 


liam Rostron, 356 W. 34th St., New 
York 1, New York. 





NSB SECURES SERVICES 
OF LAWYERS’ PANEL 


A panel of lawyers has been secured 
by the National Service Board. The 
number will be increased in the next few 
months. These men are experienced in 
the field, having counselled with a mul- 
titude of conscientious objectors during 
World War II and under the 1948 Se- 
lective Service Act. These services are 
available at any time to individual ob- 
jectors, or to organizations and religious 
groups seeking help for their objectors. 
The lawyers are scattered in various 
parts of the country, thus increasing 
their accessibility to men having difficul- 
ties. A card to the editor of the Re- 
porter will be sufficient to secure the 
name, address, and background of these 
lawyers. 


World Council Studies Await 


Financing And Personnel 

The Commission of the Churches on 
International Affairs, an agency estab- 
lished by by the World Council of 
Churches and International Missionary 
Council, was charged by the Central Com- 
mittee of the World Council with the 
task of studying pacifism in the churches. 
In a recent report by this Commission 
it was stated that these studies “await 
the necessary financing and personnel.” 

The Commission further reports that 
it is “in negotiation with representatives 
of ‘The Historic Peace Churches’ con- 
cerning . .. the issues raised for a 
Christian approach to international re- 
lations, by atomic and other power de- 
velopments, and . . . Pacifism and the 
Christian Church, the theological prin- 
ciples of the Christian understanding of 
peace.” 

It is the plan to have each communion 
or denomination report the findings with- 
in its own group. To stimulate this re- 
porting within groups is most difficult, 
and calls for extensive resources in fi- 
nance and time. 


Board of Directors 
(Continue from Page 1) 
ings; invite three other leaders to be- 
come members of the Board; determine a 
budget for the coming year; and define 
staff and board composition and relation- 
ships. 

The next meeting of the Board of Di- 
rectors will be held in Chicago on Thurs- 
day, September 14, 1950. The growing 
volume of CO problems growing out of 
draft reactivation, possible future trends 
in national legislation and administration 
affecting COs, reorganization of the 
Board, the usual routine of organiza- 
tional business, and miscellaneous items 
will be on the agenda. 


WITH THE DIRECTORS 














ORIE O. MILLER 
Mr. Orie O. Miller, Akron, Pennsyl- 
vania, is the chairman of the Board of 
Directors of NSBRO. He was born in 
Middlebury, Indiana, July 7, 1892, and 
attended the public schools of his com- 


munity. He received the A.B. degree 
from Goshen College in 1915, taught 
rural school for two years, and was in- 
structor at Goshen College three years. 
He has five children, one of whom, with 
his family, is now a missionary in Ar- 
gentina. He also has five grandchildren. 

Mr. Miller is both a business man and 
religious worker. In addition to being 
Secretary-Treasurer of the Mennonite 
Central Committee, he is also treasurer 
of the Miller, Hess and Company, and 
affiliates, manufacturers and distributors 
of growing girls and children’s shoes. 

His interest and connections are very 
wide. The following positions, held at 
present or in previous years, indicate his 
services: Trustee of Biblical Seminary 
of New York, Secretary of Peace Prob- 
lems Committee of the Mennonite General 
Conference, President of the Mennonite 
Mutual Aid, Financial Agent of Menno- 
nite Board of Education, and Secretary 
of the Eastern Mennonite Board of Mis- 
sions and Charities. He has traveled 
extensively in connection with his reli- 
gious interests on all continents except 
Australia. 

DR. E. LEROY DAKIN 

The vice-chairman of the Board of 
Directors is Dr. E. LeRoy Dakin, whose 
photograph was unavailable for this is- 
sue. Dr. Dakin was born in Nova 
Scotia, Canada, and spent his boyhood 
plowing with oxen, planting and harvest- 
ing hay, oats, potatoes and apples. He 
spent his leisure time fishing for lobsters, 
cod, pollock, haddock, herring, mackerel, 
shad and halibut. He served as church 
janitor, which included cutting wood, for 
$25 a year. 

(Continued in Next Column) 


IS THERE A CPS RESERVE? 


Is there a CPS Reserve? This ques- 
tion has been asked repeatedly in recent 
months. The answer is that there is no 
Reserve, in the sense of being a civilian 
equivalent to the Army, Naval, or Air 
Force Reserves. During the latter days 
of CPS, a Reserve was discussed by 
many. Actually, a CPS reserve was 
never set up. This means there is no 
way by which an ex-CPS man can be 
called up to active civilian duty. 

The following paragraph from the 
August 10, 1950, release to Reporter 
readers answers the question of the status 
of CPS men under the present draft 
law: 

“Class IV-A is given to registrants 
who have completed certain types of 
military or related services. It is not 
granted to former CPS men. Any 
person who served in CPS and who 
was between eighteen and twenty-six 
years of age when the 1948 Draft Act 
was put into effect was required to reg- 
ister, along with others of this age. 
To receive a IV-E classification he 
had to follow the regular procedures 
described elsewhere in this release. If 
he received the IV-E he was deferred. 
If former CPS men were over twenty- 
six when the 1948 Act was passed they 
were not touched by the draft. If 
former CPS men classified IV-E under 
the 1948 Act have now passed their 
twenty-sixth birthday they should re- 
ceive a V-A classification. (overage) .” 





Dr. Dakin received the A.B. degree 
from Arcadia University, the A.M. and 
B.D. from Chicago University, and late 
the D.D. from Arcadia. His pastorates, 
totaling over forty-five years, were in 
Nova Scotia, British Columbia, Chicago, 
Logansport, West Virginia, Brooklyn, 
and Milwaukee. During World War II 
he interpreted the work of conscientious 
objectors, CPS and NSBRO, to national, 
area, and local headquarters of over 200 
religious groups. Currently he is Na- 
tional Field Representative of CARE. He 
was editor of the Western Baptist fo 
several years and served on numerous 
committees and boards of the American 
Baptist Convention, Milwaukee Council 
of Churches, Federal Council of Churches, 
N.A.A.C.P. and N.C.J.C. 

He has been a member of the Masonic 
Order, the Kiwanis Club, and Profes- 
sional Men’s Association. Serving as a 
Director of Pax Christi, of the World 
University Round Table, and the World 
Fellowship of Faiths were also among 
his activities. There are two business- 
men-sons and a daughter-housewife in 
his family. 

As space permits, sketches of other 
leaders in the Board and Consultative 
Council will be presented in the Reporter. 





File Survey Reveals Growing Intensity 
And Volume of Problems Facing CO's 


A survey of the files at NSB reveals that, in the last two and a half 
months, problems faced by conscientious objectors have greatly in- 


creased, both in number and intensity. The climax of this increase is 
the forwarding of numerous requests, through NSBRO and otherwise, 


for Presidential appeals by CO’s to the Selective Service System. 


of these cases of appeal to the President 
are now being investigated by the Na- 
tional Director of Selective Service, 
through his office staff. After the in- 
vestigation is completed, the National 
Director will decide if he will ask the 
National Selective Service Appeal Board 
to review the case. (Appeal to this 
Board is known as a “Presidential” ap- 
peal.) This Appeal Board will then ren- 
der a decision which is final. Orders 
to registrants to report for induction 
are held up until the appeal procedures 
are completed. At least one man whose 
appeal was denied is refusing to report 
for induction. 

A second very critical problem, de- 
scribed in many letters, faces men now 
in Reserve units who were in the Armed 
Forces during the past war and who 
experienced religious conversions, or 
whose beliefs otherwise underwent a re- 
cent change. Such men are usually 
attempting to interpret their situation to 
their immediately superior officers, in the 
hope of being released. 

The various Reserves have no blanket 
rule covering requests for resignations, 
but consider each case indivdually. Of 
course, men in the Reserves are also sub- 
ect to Selective Service, if in the age 
bracket covered by that law. They face 
this law the same a3 any objector not in 
the Reserves. 

Many men face the problem of appeal- 
ing their cases from the decision of the 
local boards. Imparting information on 
the appeal procedure, as applied to speci- 
fic cases, has taken much of the time 
of the staff at NSB in recent months. 


Neglect and lack of knowledge of the 
rules by men holding the conscientious 
obector position are also great sources 
of difficulty. Many men accepted some 
deferment) without asking for an appeal. 
list than IV-E, such as II-C (agricul- 
tural deferment) and III-A (dependency 
deferment (, without asking for an appeal. 
Now they face difficulties. Others meant 
to appeal their cases but simply pro- 
tested to the local board which, however, 
did not actually forward an appeal to the 
appeal board. Others experienced changes 
in their beliefs, but did nothing about 
their draft classification until after 
Korea and draft extension. To prove 
religious sincerity after June 25, when 
a IV-E could have been claimed easily 
at any time in the months or years be- 


Most 


fore this date, involves considerable dif- 
ficulty for even the most sincere men. 
Some men waited beyond the ten-day 
limit beyond the date of mailing their 
notices of classification to ask for a per- 
sonal] appearance or to request an appeal. 

The evidence is that many men were 
unacquainted with the rules governing 
appeal procedures and therefore encoun- 
tered difficulties. To know appeal pro- 
cedures fully is important for every CO 
registrant. 


FORMER EDITOR AT YALE 


Paul Goering, Editor of the Reporter 
since resumption of its publication in 
1948, will enter Yale Divinity School 
this month. Paul was also Associate 
Secretary of the National Service Board 
at the time of his resignation in June. 
The Reporter wishes Paul great success 
as a student and minister. 

















A great quantity of requests for in- 
formation on simple registration and 
classification procedures indicates the 
frequency with which CO classifications 
are sought. 

Many agencies are able to give help 
to conscientious objectors in relation to 
the draft law. The NSBRO has as one 
of its present functions the dissemina- 
tion of information on this problem. The 
frequency of requests for the August 10, 
1950, release giving specific questions 
and answers indicates the extent of 
problems faced by COs. Most denomina- 
tional headquarters are prepared to give 
help. Specific peace churches and agen- 
cies such as the AFSC, BSC, MCC, CCCO, 
FCNL, and others are constantly supply- 
ing information to objectors. 


American Legion Seeks 
To End Deferment For 
Conscientious objectors 


The American Legion recently an- 
nounced a program which includes a plan 
to end the deferment classification for 
conscientious objectors. The Pennsylvania 
State Commander of the American Le- 
gion, Walter A. Allesandroni, announc- 
ed the following American Legion pro- 
gram in a bulletin to his members, after 
a conference with National Commander 
George N. Craig: 


“Sale of war bonds; curtailment of 
unnecessary construction; restoration 
of the Merchant Marine to wartime 
strength; equal service periods with 
draftees for conscientious objectors; 
curtailment of government expendi- 
tures ‘which do not directly contribute 
to national security’.” (Quotation from 
Harrisburg, Pa., Evening News, July 
25, 1950. Italic face type in quotation 
is ours.) ' 

In view of the zeal with which the 
American Legion recently worked to se- 
cure the passage of UMT, and other legis- 
lation affecting COs, it seems highly pos- 
sible that it could at any moment put 
forth extensive effort to have laws pass- 
ed which would end deferment for con- 
scientious objectors. 

A recent delegation of Brethren, 
Friends and Mennonites interviewed 
high officials of Selective Service System 
and the National Security Resources 
Board. The delegation was assured there 
are no complete or immediate plans to 
ask for legislation ending deferment for 
conscientious objectors. CO registrants 
who are deferred would even be allowed 
to continue to do overseas relief work. 

No one can forecast with any certainty 
what a change in the law would involve. 
For the present the law remains un- 
changed; no change is anticipated in the 
near future. Concerned persons and 
groups are currently doing extensive 
thinking on eventualities in the event the 
law is revamped. 
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